Bramble

Rubus fruticosus agg.

Plants - In flower Jun-Aug - fruit Aug-Oct
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The blackberry: a vigorous, prickly scrambler that forms dense thickets in hedgerow, woodland edge, waste ground and
gardens throughout the region. White or pink flowers appear through the summer, followed by fruit that ripens red then black.
What we call bramble is not a single species but an aggregate of hundreds of microspecies that reproduce without cross-

fertilisation.

BEHAVIOUR

Long arching stems root where the tip touches the ground, so a bramble patch advances steadily outwards. It is one of the
most valuable wildlife plants here: flowers for bees, butterflies and hoverflies over months, fruit for birds and mammals, and
dense thorny cover for nesting birds and hibernating hedgehogs. Ripening is staggered, so a single stem carries flower and

fruit at once.

WHEN TO SEE IT

QUICK FACTS

FAMILY Roses (Rosaceae)
HEIGHT Scrambles to 3 m; thickets much wider
STATUS Native; an aggregate of hundreds of microspecies
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