
Bullfinch
Pyrrhula pyrrhula
Bird · Resident · here all year
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A thickset, bull-necked finch with a black cap and bill. Males have an astonishing rose-pink breast; females are a warm greyish-
buff, and both show a brilliant white rump that is usually the last thing you see. Bullfinches are shy birds of thick hedgerow,
woodland edge and mature gardens around Dumfries, far more often heard than watched, and usually encountered in pairs
rather than flocks.

BEHAVIOUR

Bullfinches feed on buds in late winter and early spring — a habit that made them a serious pest of fruit orchards and, for
centuries, a persecuted bird. They take seeds, and in summer feed their young on a paste of seeds and insects carried in
special throat pouches. The call is a soft, low, slightly sad single-note whistle, easy to miss but the most reliable way to find
them.

WHEN TO SEE IT
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QUICK FACTS

FAMILY Finches (Fringillidae)

SIZE 15–16 cm · sparrow-sized but heavier

UK STATUS Amber-listed
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