
Rowan
Sorbus aucuparia
Plants · Deciduous tree · in flower May, berries Aug–Oct
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A slender deciduous tree, also called mountain ash, with smooth grey bark, pinnate leaves of many toothed leaflets, flat
creamy flower heads in May and dense bunches of scarlet berries from August. Rowan grows higher up the hill than almost any
other tree here and is common on Galloway crags, in hedgerows and planted in gardens and streets across Dumfries.

BEHAVIOUR

The berry crop is heavily taken by blackbirds, mistle thrushes and, in autumn, arriving fieldfares and redwings — a good rowan
can be stripped in days. Seeds pass through the birds and are dispersed, including onto ledges and crags where sheep cannot
reach the seedlings. Rowan has deep folk associations with protection, and was planted beside doors and byres to ward off
harm.

WHEN TO SEE IT

J F M A M J J A S O N D

QUICK FACTS

FAMILY Roses (Rosaceae)

HEIGHT Up to 15 m

STATUS Native; common, and grows higher than any other local tree
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