
Whiting
Merlangius merlangus
Fish · Here all year · closest inshore in winter
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A slender member of the cod family with three dorsal and two anal fins, a pointed snout with a projecting upper jaw, and
effectively no chin barbel in adults. The reliable mark is a distinct dark spot at the base of each pectoral fin. Whiting are
abundant in the Solway and inshore Irish Sea, and come closest to shore in the colder months.

BEHAVIOUR

Whiting hunt in loose shoals over sand and mud, taking sandeels, small fish, shrimps and crabs, and are themselves a staple
prey for cod, bass and seals. Young whiting shelter in very shallow water and are sometimes seen among the fronds of
jellyfish. They move inshore in autumn and winter and are the fish most often caught from Solway shores after dark in those
months.
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QUICK FACTS

FAMILY Cods (Gadidae)

SIZE Commonly 25–40 cm

UK STATUS Native; abundant, and important prey for larger predators
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